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Engineering Auditorium screens final presidential debate
MARCOS BLANCO

PAGE 10

Sharks dedicate
hockey court

Staff Writer

More than 60 people poured into
the Engineering Auditorium Wednesday evening to watch and discuss
the third and final presidential debate between Democratic presidential
candidate Barack Obama and Republican candidate John McCain.
The debate started a little after 6
p.m. but was preceded at 5 p.m. by a
showing of results from the SJSU Student/Alumni 2008 Election Survey
conducted by the Survey and Policy
Research Institute between Sept. 16
and Oct. 7.
Melinda Jackson, the survey’s di-

rector and a political science professor, presented the survey findings on
a projector to students and alumni in
attendance. She said that it is great
that SJSU students and alumni are
getting more politically active.
According to the survey, 81 percent
of SJSU students and 95 percent of
SJSU alumni are currently registered.
The survey also shows that the
economy, education, health care and
the situation in Iraq were the most
important issues in determining who
people on the SJSU campus are going
to vote for as the next president.
“The economy is overwhelming
everything else,” Jackson said to the
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audience in attendance. “It is the big
issue right now.”
The debate took place at Hofstra
University in Hempstead, N.Y., and
was moderated by CBS News anchor
Bob Schieffer. Economic and domestic issues were at the center of last
night’s debate.
In response to Schieffer’s first
question about each candidate’s economic plan, McCain said, “Americans
are hurt and angry. They want this
country to go in a new direction.”
Obama said he proposed a tax cut
for 95 percent of working Americans
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Obama doesn’t slip up,
appears to stay ahead
Conversation and confrontation:
Wednesday night’s final debate between Barack Obama and John McCain was perhaps the most interesting
in this campaign on so many levels.
The debate was intense during discussions on different topics, and body
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For video, go to
www.TheSpartanDaily.com
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Up, up
and away!

Students, faculty learn the basics
of snorkeling and diving for abalone
Phil Canet, a senior nursing major, practices his underwater swimming
during a snorkeling class at Spartan Complex.
ANDREA FRAINIER
Staff Writer

OPINION
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The Outdoor Adventures program
sponsored a free dive snorkeling workshop at the Spartan Complex pool for
SJSU students and staff to get a crash
course in “Abalone 101.”
Five students participated in the
snorkeling program led by SJSU
alumnus and kinesiology lecturer
Frank Barry.
The snorkeling workshop taught
students how to free dive to the bot-

tom of the pool. The idea was to have
students apply these skills in an ocean
setting, where they can free dive to
gather abalone and other things without an oxygen tank.
“You don’t even have to be a diver,”
Barry said, “but just using a mask and
snorkel shows you a whole other world.
It’s a neat activity; it’s a neat sport.”
Both experienced and inexperienced
divers showed up for the workshop.
“I just want to know what it’s like,
so I can say I did try it,” said Evelyn

WILLIAM COOLEY / Spartan Daily

Nguyen, a junior social sciences major.
“I would do it again.”
Ryan Schlater, a junior animation
and illustration major, said he took a
scuba diving class with Barry last semester and received his scuba certification.
“(The workshop) was pretty cool,”
he said. “I recommend everybody take
the scuba class, period.”
Phil Canet, a senior nursing major,
attended the workshop to learn how to
free dive and improve his diving skills.
“When he said what exercises to do

Going Voters get final say on gay marriage
bananas for
monkey rights?
JASON LE MIERE
Staff Writer
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The most controversial proposition on California’s ballot next month is Proposition 8, which
would overturn the California Supreme Court’s
ruling allowing same-sex couples to marry.
The goal of Proposition 8 is to reinstate Prop.
22 from the 2000 election, when 61 percent of
Californians voted to keep marriage only between
a man and a woman, and classify it as a State Constitutional Amendment.
In May of this year, the California Supreme
Court ruled in a 4-3 verdict that Prop. 22 infringed
on the rights of gay couples.
“It makes everything equal. It’s equal rights all
around the board,” said Kelsey Macilvaine, a sophomore recreation major and member of Q-TIP
(Queers Thoughtfully Interrupting Prejudice).
“We’d have the same rights as a straight couple
would have.”
Until the State Supreme Court’s decision,
same-sex couples were allowed to enter into domestic partnerships, with many of the same rights
as married couples. Those in opposition of Prop. 8
claim that this is still discrimination.
“There are couples that have been together
for decades and it’s not legally recognized and
that’s just ridiculous,” Macilvaine said. “They
are as legitimate as heterosexual couples and

they should be recognized as that.”
Proponents of Prop. 8 claim that marriage
should be strictly between a man and a woman.
“I definitely think that gay marriage should be
banned in California and throughout all of the
U.S.,” said Justin Foon, president of SJSU’s A2
Christian Fellowship. “Marriage is supposed to be
between a man and a woman to make up a loving family.”
Jonathan Sandhu, president of College Republicans at SJSU, said he believes marriage is a
private affair that should be immune from government intervention.
“It’s beyond the public scope to dictate what
people do in their private lives,” he said, “so I
think a vote against the proposition repealing the
changes for gay marriage in California would be
the morally right answer.”
Supporters of Prop. 8 have been vocal in their
claim that allowing same-sex couples to marry
would also mean that school children are taught
that there is no distinction between homosexual
and heterosexual marriages.
“Children should not grow up learning that it is
OK to be gay,” Foon said.
While not believing that the legalizing of gay
marriage will naturally lead to specific teachings in
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to improve my bottom time,” Canet
said. “That was really what I wanted
help with.”
Barry will lead an optional abalone
diving event for students on Oct. 19
at the Reef Campground in Sonoma
County.
“The adventures program with Associated Students is based around trying to give exercise and outdoor-related
recreation experiences to students at a
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Student Services Center
still in 10th Street garage
despite plans to relocate
ANDREA FRAINIER
Staff Writer

When the Student Services Center relocated to
the first floor of the 10th Street garage in 2000, it was
supposed to be a temporary setup that would last no
more than five years. Eight years later, that temporary
setup has turned into a permanent reality.
Student Services, which includes Admissions and
Records, the Financial Aid Office, the Bursar’s Office,
Counseling and Student Outreach and Recruitment,
was originally located in Wahlquist South, a wing of
SJSU’s former library.
In 2000, the Wahlquist Library was demolished to
make way for the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library.
“The question was ‘Where are they going to put
us?’” said Manuel Salazar, assistant director of ASPIRE, which stands for Academic Support Program
for Increased Retention in Education.
The university converted the parking stalls on the
first floor of the 10th Street garage into temporary offices for Student Services.
“The original plan was that we would be (in 10th
Street Garage) for five years and then we would move
over into Clark,” said Colleen Brown, interim associ-
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New citizenship test attempts SPARTA
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to allow immigrants seeking
16
20
naturalization a fair chance
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TODAY

SELMA SKOKIC
Staff Writer

Iris Jerke, a lecturer in the
history department, gives her
students the test for U.S. citizenship every semester to see if they
would pass.
Most don’t, she said.
“All of my incoming freshmen
fail this test,” she said.
The citizenship test is given to
immigrants who want to become
a naturalized U.S. citizen and includes questions about U.S. history, civics and ethics.
According to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
Web site, a newly redesigned test
has been administered to applicants for U.S. citizenship starting
Oct. 1. The intention is to create a
more standardized and fair test.
“I know they recently changed
the citizenship test,” said Laura Herrera, a senior psychology major.
The redesigned test includes
more questions about politics
and culture, Herrera said.
“The revised test, with an emphasis on the fundamental concepts of American democracy
and the rights and responsibilities of citizenship, will help encourage citizenship applicants to
learn and identify with the basic

Student Showcase
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values we all share as Americans,”
the Web site stated.
Prior to becoming a naturalized U.S. citizen, one must demonstrate the ability to write and
speak English, knowledge of U.S.
history and government, attachment to principles of the Constitution, good moral character and
favorable disposition to the U.S.,
the Web site stated.
Chantelle Feasel, a sophomore behavioral sciences major,
said she doesn’t think it was fair
to change the old test because
people have become accustomed
to the old one.
She added that people who were
born in this country do not know
answers to some of these questions.
Jerke explained that most of
her students have gone to elementary, middle school and high
school in the U.S. and they fail to
pass the test.
“One of the questions that is
on the citizenship test that I asked
my students is what Independence Day stands for,” Jerke said.
“Barbecue and fireworks,”
was one response from a student, she said.
Jerke said that people who
are born in this country should
know the answers to simple

U.S. history questions.
Jerke said that it is a shame
that students who are citizens
don’t know basic facts.
People get upset if something
happens to the flag yet they do
not know any of its symbolism,
she said.
“I question their ability to
vote,” Jerke said.
She said that the new test
seems a lot harder and she believes that there is no way her
students would be able to pass
the new test, considering their
troubles with the old test.
Jerke said the old test was
more one-sided and left out a lot
of information about race, ethnicity and the immigration process.
“It focused too much on the
patriotic and nationalistic side,”
she said.
The new test concentrates
more on the history.
“It is good and bad that they
changed it,” said Tara KhazanehDarlou, a senior communications studies major. She said her
parents would struggle more if
they had to take the revised version because the old test consisted mostly of memorization.
“(The revised test) is deeper,”
she said.

Electric car company cuts jobs
as market delay new vehicles
Los Angeles Times

Citing “extraordinary times,”
Tesla Motors, maker of the battery-powered, $109,000 Roadster, said Wednesday that difficult market conditions were
forcing it to delay production of
its next-generation vehicle, close
two offices, lay off an unspecified number of employees and
replace its chief executive.
For now, the San Carlos,
Calif.-based company will focus
on cutting costs and making its
current vehicle profitable, said
Darryl Siri, Tesla’s head of sales
and marketing.
“Because of the fundraising
environment and capital markets,
we’re going to focus on making
the Roadster a positive cash flow
core product,” he said.
Effective immediately, the
company’s chairman, Elon Musk,
is taking on the chief executive
post, while the outgoing chief executive, Ze’ev Drori, will stay on
as vice chairman.
Tesla has been held up as a
leading light in the clean tech
startup world, with its product
(the Roadster) on dozens of
magazine covers and chairman
(Musk) appearing on “60 Minutes” less than two weeks ago.
But as a startup, Tesla is particularly vulnerable to the vicissitudes of increasingly tight credit
markets.
“Tesla and about a million
other companies are in the same
place,” said Alexander Cappello,
chairman and chief executive
of Cappello Capital Corp., an
investment bank specializing in
high-growth companies. “There's
virtually no money available
from banks. There’s no money
for buyouts. There's no money
for issuing debt. There’s just no
money.”
Before delivering its first production Roadster in February,
Tesla raised about $140 million,
mostly from venture capital companies such as VantagePoint Venture Partners. To help finance its
next project, a $60,000 four-door
electric car called the Model S
that it plans to build in San Jose,

Tesla once again looked to venture capital companies, seeking
about $100 million more.
Wednesday’s announcement
seems to indicate that Tesla is having difficulty reaching those goals.
“It’s not an understatement
to say that nearly every business will be impacted by what
has unfolded in the past weeks,”
Musk said in a statement on Tesla’s Web site. “This is true for
Silicon Valley as well.”
Venture funds need access to
credit to finance the companies
they invest in. They also depend
on credit markets to lubricate the
mergers and acquisitions that allow them to reap profits on their
investments. Those options are
practically nonexistent now.
And with the stock market
in disarray, the favorite startup
option to raise capital — going
public — is nearly dead. According to a study released this
month by the National Venture
Capital Association, only six
startups had initial public stock
offerings through the third
quarter of this year. In 2007, 55
startups went public in the first
nine months of the year.
Alan Salzman, chief executive
and managing partner at VantagePoint Venture Partners, said
Wednesday that the company
fully supports Tesla’s mission.
“The electric vehicle is clearly
the future of transportation,” he
added. “We at VantagePoint are
committed to the sector.”
Tesla maintains that it will be
able to fund its Model S project
by relying on up to $250 million
in loans guaranteed by the Department of Energy, as well as on
tax exemptions offered by California worth up to $9 million.
Nevertheless, Tesla said it
would delay that project, slated to
begin production in 2010 in San
Jose, until 2011. It is also closing its office in Rochester Hills,
Mich., which employs about 30
people working on the Model S.
Tesla has not determined how
many of its roughly 250 employees will be laid off, Siri said, but
he added it would be fewer than
100. In addition to the Michigan

office, the company’s London office will be closed, he said.
According to Musk’s statement, the company’s goal is to
“be cash-flow positive within six
to nine months,” a target he said
it would reach by ramping up annual production to 1,800 of the
two-seat Roadsters, and by increasing profit margins on each
vehicle by reducing overhead. To
date, Tesla has delivered about
50 Roadsters.
Musk, a co-founder of PayPal
who is also CEO of rocket ship
company SpaceX, will serve as
Tesla’s fourth chief executive
in 14 months. In August 2007,
founder Martin Eberhard left
the post and was replaced by an
interim CEO, Michael Marks.
In December, Drori was hired
to run the company’s day-to-day
operations.

12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the
Music Building Concert Hall.
Contact Professor Joan
Stubbe 924-4649.

Counseling
Services
Concentration Cafe
Workshop
For some people, a lack of
concentration can impair their
schooling, their personal life
and their work. If you think you
have this challenge, come to the
Concentration Cafe to increase
your focus and attention span.
1:30 p.m. in Clark Hall, room
118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu

The Rock
Are you a musician struggling in
the midst of this business-esque
atmosphere? Come to the Rock
where you can find musicians,
play music and be heard.
4:30 – 6 p.m. in the Student
Union, Montalvo Room.
Contact Jeremy Mallard at
Maljeremy@gmail.com

Eyedentity –
Mosaic Cross
Cultural Center

Who do you emulate?
5 to 7 p.m. in the Mosaic
Cross Cultural Center on the
third floor of the Student
Union.
Contact Rayseon Ford at (415)
235-1775.

Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship
has weekly Bible studies on
Thursdays.
7 p.m. in the Student Union,
Guadalupe Room.
Contact Justin Foon at
jfoon1@yahoo.com or (415)
786-9873.

MONDAY

Counseling Services’
Painfully
Perfect:
Perfectionism
At Its Finest
Come see how perfectionism is
impacting your life. Learn to be
happier with who you are.
1:30 p.m. in Clark Hall, room
118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu

Pride of the Pacific
Islands
Hula and Tahitian practice.
8 to 10 p.m. in the Aerobics
Room in the Event Center.
Contact Kristen Tom at (650)
270-4507.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The
deadline for entries is noon, three working days before the desired publication date.
Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed in the order
in which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing
at DBH 209.
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PROP 8

Yes campaign raises $27 million and no collects $19 million;
survey says 47 percent will vote for yes and 42 for no
schools, Sandhu’s opinion is that
same-sex marriage should not be
taught to young children as being
parallel with straight marriage.
“Children might be too susceptible to seeing what is acceptable and what isn’t acceptable
instead of discovering through a
natural process,” Sandhu said.
However, the proposition
itself does not make any mention of teaching school children
about same-sex marriage.
“If we’re going to fight ideologies in terms of who should be
afforded rights, I wish that there
wouldn’t be so much mudslinging in terms of confusing and
muddying the waters,” said Me-

gan Thompson, a senior psychology major and chair of Q-TIP.
Debate over the proposition
has also deviated from the question of whether same-sex marriage should be legal, as the yes
campaign has urged people to veto
the ruling of “four activist judges,”
according to the arguments in the
Voter Information Guide.
“Some people may be voting
for Prop. 8 to stop that kind of behavior as opposed to voting against
gay marriage,” Thompson said.
A poll conducted last week by
SurveyUSA shows that 47 percent of 670 likely voters would
vote yes on Prop. 8, with 42 percent voting no.

CAMPUSVOICES:

Television ads are one way in
which the yes campaign has exercised its financial advantage. As
of Sept. 30, the yes campaign had
collected $27 million in donations,
in comparison with the no campaign’s $19 million, according to a
San Francisco Chronicle article.
“They have a lot more resources. They have heavier political
swingers, so it’s a challenge. It’s
an uphill grassroots movement,”
Thompson said.
There is some support for the
campaign against Prop. 8 at SJSU,
however.
“Everyone should have the
same equal rights and opportunities, so I believe that the bill

that’s already been passed should
stay in effect and that gay marriage should be legal,” said Rachael Maxwell, a junior business
marketing major.
“I guess the church defined it as
between a man and a woman, but
nowadays, legally it could be a man
and a man, a woman and a woman,
why not?” said Victor Martinez, a
junior business major.
The campaign against Prop. 8
received a boost last week when
the Connecticut Supreme Court
voted to join Massachusetts and
California as the only states permitting same-sex couples to wed.
Those against Prop. 8 fear that
if passed, it would have a damag-

Feature and photos by PETER HIRONAKA
Staff Writer

What do you think of Prop 8?
ESTHER DIAZ

ASHLEY AVILLA

graduate student Spanish major

junior social work major

Will you be
our friends?
Check out the
Daily’s fan page!
Go to “Applications,” add “My
Pages,” and search “Spartan Daily”

“I think homosexual people should be
allowed to partake in a civil union. I
don’t see anything wrong with it.”

“I think that everyone has different
religions and different perspectives. I
think gay marriage should be legalized
because we are a country of choice.”

THUY NGUYEN

TI PHAM

senior television, radio and film major

junior political science major

“I believe that God meant to create a
marriage between a man and a woman.”

“It is important that we must preserve
marriage as between a man and a
woman.”

TAN TRAN

TOM CONLON

freshman business major

sophomore animation/illustration major

“I don’t mind it. I don’t have any problem
with gays or anything, so I guess I could
support it.”

“I think they should be able to do what
they want to do. It’s not a choice; you’re
born like that.”

CORRECTION
The story “SJSU alumnus wins
Emmy Award” from Oct. 14
should not have stated that Jim
Gensheimer, an SJSU lecturer,
recommended Dai Sugano for
2002 Photographer of the Year.
Gensheimer recommended Sugano
for a job at the San Jose Mercury
News in 2001.

The photo caption for “Campus
Images” from Oct. 15 should not
have identified Doug Tabuchi as
an International House resident.
It also should have stated that the
International House’s Pancake
Breakfast was on Sunday and that it
occurs once a semester.

ing effect on other states allowing gay marriage.
“California is highly influential, so if we put a ban on gay
marriage, then that’s definitely
going to set the tone for other
states that are going to be less
progressive,” said Adrienne Keel,
a junior psychology major and
member of Q-TIP.
“It would be pretty detrimental to a place that houses the
gay mecca of the world to ban
gay marriage. It would be pretty
shocking,” Thompson said.
Thompson married her longtime partner on Sept. 30 and explained her delight at finally being able to have this civil union.

“I’m proud to be married, regardless of sexual orientation and
be part of a special union with
the person that I love,” she said.
Given her experiences with
the logistics involved with being
in a same-sex relationship, she is
still concerned about the effects
the proposition’s passing will
have on her marriage.
“I’m sure that if Prop. 8 is
passed, then I’ll have special
hoops to go through to prove my
marriage in terms of health insurance, signing legal documents,”
she said. “I’ll just have to have an
ever-replenishing supply of marriage certificate copies to prove
my marriage.”
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DEBATE

Candidates differ on where to cut taxes, how to improve schooling

More than 60 people watch the final presidential debate on a projection screen in the Engineering Auditorium on Wednesday.

and to give struggling small businesses and families a tax break.
“What we haven’t yet seen is a
rescue plan for middle-class families. Let’s help families right away
with a tax cut,” Obama said.
McCain disagreed with Obama, saying he doesn’t want to raise taxes for businesses.
“We need to cut the business
tax rate,” McCain said. “We can’t
spread the wealth around.”
The debate got heated at times, such as when McCain responded to Obama’s comments
about supporting Bush’s failed
policies.
“Senator Obama, I am not
President Bush,” McCain said. “If
you wanted to run against President Bush, you should have run
four years ago.”
Other issues the two candidates discussed were negative
advertisements, campaigns, running mates’ presidential qualifications, abortion, reducing foreign oil dependency, health care
and education.
Schieffer asked Obama if
more emphasis should be placed
on controlling health care costs
over expanding health coverage,
and he replied, “We’ve got to do
both. We’ll lower costs so that the
savings are passed on to you.”

McCain said the country
should have more community
centers, fitness and nutrition programs in schools and a $5,000 tax
credit to families who don’t have
health insurance.
Obama disagreed, saying that
his opponent’s plan would add
more to the cost of health care.
McCain responded, “We’ve
got too much government and
too much spending.”
On education, Obama said
the country needs both money
and reform.
“We need an army of new
teachers … especially in math
and science. We need to make
college more affordable,” he said.
Obama proposed a $4,000
tuition credit for students in exchange for some type of community service and that parents
should show more responsibility
when it comes to their children’s
education. He disagreed that
McCain’s voucher plan would
work.
“Spending money isn’t always
the answer,” McCain said.
After the debate ended, Jackson opened up a forum in the
Engineering Auditorium for
people to voice their thoughts on
the debate.
Fernando Marquez, a political

science major, said he was neutral towards both candidates and
it wasn’t about who did better.
“It was more about who had
more to lose,” he said. “Obama
was the favorite and McCain was
the underdog. Obama has been
cool, calm and collected. I think
McCain was in a more aggressive
attack mode.”
Marquez said he felt the health
care and education issues were
more thoroughly addressed than
the first two debates, but he was
disappointed that neither candidate talked about immigration.
“They had three debates to
address the issue,” he said. “I
think they failed to touch base
on a core issue with lots of immigrants.”
Jonathan Sandhu, president
of the SJSU College Republicans, said this was the first debate in which both candidates went
into more in-depth knowledge.
“McCain came out a lot sharper,” he said. “I will vote for McCain.”
“I thought it was a good debate,” Jackson said. “It’s good
when you have a clear contrast
between the two candidates. The
debates have given us a clear picture of what Obama and McCain
are about.”

Congress divided over new economic stimulus plan
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — Amid
fresh signs that the nation is in
recession — and yet another
jaw-dropping decline in the stock
market — Congress is gearing up
to enact a new economic stimulus
plan to help ordinary Americans.
But getting quick bipartisan
agreement and White House
support to help consumers
might prove even tougher than
the touch-and-go approval process for the $700 billion rescue
plan for the financial system,
which was ultimately passed
last month.
Congressional Democrats
and Republicans have different views of what a stimulus
package should contain, and
President Bush has signaled his
opposition to some of the key
ideas being floated.
What could force compromise

is the outpouring of evidence that
the nation is headed for tough
times even if the financial system
should begin to stabilize.
The Dow Jones industrial average plummeted more than 700
points Wednesday after the government reported that retail sales
sank 1.2 percent in September,
the third consecutive monthly
decline and the largest plunge
since 2005.
The unexpectedly steep drop
was an ominous sign heading
into the holiday shopping season
and comes as more Americans
are losing their jobs.
“I believe the economy is
now in a recession,” said Richard DeKaser, chief economist at
National City Corp., a banking
company in Cleveland. “What
today’s retail sales report implies
is that it will be steeper than
many of us had feared.”
The retail sales report co-

incided with a warning from
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben
Bernanke, who told a group of
economists in New York that the
government’s plan to infuse $250
billion into the banking system
isn’t a cure-all.
“Stabilization of the financial
markets is a critical first step, but
even if they stabilize as we hope
they will, broader economic
recovery will not happen right
away,” Bernanke said.
He added that the Fed would
continue to use all available tools
to support the economy, leaving
open the possibility of additional
interest rate cuts.
Key members of both parties
in Congress believe that the government must find a way to put
more money into the hands of average Americans, especially since
consumer spending accounts for
more than two-thirds of the nation’s gross domestic product.
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SNORKEL
Program to host several activities;
hopes to partner with other schools
very reasonable cost,” said Kristine Kirkendall, assistant director
of Fitness and Wellness, a subset
of A.S. Campus Recreation.
The Outdoor Adventures program is a series of workshops sponsored by Associated Students.
“It’s a really great way to get
to know people and outdoor exercise that is distressing and pure
fun without the distractions of
a computer and a cell phone,”
Kirkendall said.
The adventures program
sponsors activities, such as hiking, camping, cycling and white
water rafting.

Kirkendall said about 25
students participate in each
adventure.
“It’s good to have a smaller
group so people can get hands-on
attention,” Kirkendall said.
“The interesting thing is our
capacity is actually such that
we had to take a wait list for the
white water rafting and camping
because of limitations we have in
terms of carpooling, vehicles and
supplies.”
Kirkendall said she wants the
program to grow so SJSU can
sponsor events along with other
universities.

Instructor Frank Barry talks with Evelyn Nguyen, a junior social science major, during a snorkeling class WILLIAM COOLEY / Spartan Daily
held by SJSU’s Outdoor Adventures program.

Woongki Hong, a junior electrical engineering major, practices using his snorkel during an Outdoor Adventures class at the Spartan Complex swimming pool.

CAMPUSIMAGES
IMAGES

The occupational therapy class runs underneath the “Parachute” during a game played
to teach children motor skills on Tower Lawn on Tuesday.

OFFICES

‘I’ve been here a long time, but I
have to ask three or four people just
to get to one office,’ student says
ate vice president of Enrollment
Services.
Salazar said that when Clark
Library was emptied, he expected Student Services to be
moved there.
“And, this was a promise given
to us,” Salazar said.
That plan was changed due to
space issues, Brown said.
“There’s a space committee on
campus that determines where
people move and for what reason,” Brown said. “I guess they
determined for what they wanted to put in that building there
wasn’t enough space.”
Salazar said it’s challenging
for staff and students to work in
a converted parking garage be-

cause the sound of cars on the
upper floors are heard through
the ceiling, the atmosphere is
not welcoming and the floor plan
is confusing to navigate.
“We got swept under the rug,”
Salazar said.
“I think it’s overwhelming
when you walk in. You just don’t
know where to go,” Brown said.
“It’s not as inviting as we would
like it to be.”
There are two reasons the
layout of the Student Services
Center is confusing, Brown said.
First, the lobby and offices had to
be built around concrete pillars
and beams that architecturally
support the building. Second, areas containing student files need

to be sealed off from the public
for security reasons, she said.
“It’s pretty confusing,” said
Admas Kinsu, a mechanical engineering graduate student. “I’ve
been here a long time, but I have
to ask three or four people just to
get to one office.”
Brown said that by the Spring
2009 semester, she hopes to unveil a new look for the Student
Services Center so it won’t be
confusing to navigate.
“A big thing we’re going to be
tackling is improved signage in
the building,” Brown said, “both
outside the building and inside.”
Currently, the university has no
plans to move Student Services to
a different location on campus.

DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily

WILLIAM COOLEY / Spartan Daily
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Fleet Week flies through SF
“Fleet Week reminds us that
in the midst of our fast-paced
lives, the military is still
fighting for our freedom
and is dedicated to
defending our way of life.”
CADET THIRD CLASS SEAN KELLY
junior accounting information systems major

Courtesy of the Blue Angels / Navy

TOP: The U.S. Navy’s Blue
Angels take flight.
FAR LEFT: The Boeing F/A-18
Hornet.
LEFT: A Blue Angels pilot
boarding the Boeing F/A-18
Hornet.
BIANCA deCASTRO
Staff Writer

The Navy’s Blue Angels along
with the Canadian Snowbirds
skyrocketed over San Francisco’s waterfront last week at one
of the many events scheduled
for the annual celebration of
Fleet Week.
From Oct. 9 through Oct.
14, hundreds of thousands of
people gathered along the San
Francisco piers and Fisherman’s
Wharf to see demonstrations
of aerobatic, high-speed maneuvers and tour the massive
military ships.
“People come from all over
to see the ships and the planes,”
said Cadet Col. Kyle Blank, a senior aviation operations major.
“I have loved going to air shows
since I was little. Fleet Week San
Francisco is different since it is
not staged at an airport.”
It is a completely different
environment and the pilots use
the terrain and the historic sites
to their advantage, like highspeed passes over the bridges
or Alcatraz.”
Fleet Week, in its modern
form, has been a Northern California annual event since 1981.
The military and the city of
San Francisco have a great relationship, which produces a
nice event every year, said Brian
O’Rourke, public affairs specialist of Navy Region Southwest.
“I attended Fleet Week because I grew up watching the
Blue Angels and couldn’t pass
up the opportunity to see a free
air show,” said Cadet Third Class
Sean Kelly, a junior accounting
information systems major.
Spectators cheered the blue
and gold jets on as they performed
various formations against a backdrop of the San Francisco Bay.

The average recorded temperature for the span of events
was 89 degrees Fahrenheit.
“The show was great; the
weather was awesome. Fleet
Week San Francisco 2008, two
thumbs up,” Blank said. “For
me, it has always been a motivator to keep pursuing my
lifelong goal of becoming a
military pilot.”
“I’m a few months away from
starting Air Force flight school
and I couldn’t be more excited.”
The Blue Angels’ aircraft is
a Boeing F/A-18 Hornet. According to the Navy’s Blue Angels Web site, the slowest speed
performed during an air show is
120 mph and the fastest speed is
700 mph, which is slightly less
than the speed of sound. The
F/A-18 Hornet is capable of
speeds almost twice the speed
of sound, or about 1,400 mph.
“Fleet Week is an opportu-

nity for the sea services to show
the people who we are and what
we do,” O’Rourke said.
“In our normal, day-to-day
activities, the military is not at
the forefront of our minds. We
are consumed with thoughts
of school, work, family and finances,” Kelly said. “Fleet Week
reminds us that in the midst of
our fast-paced lives, the military
is still fighting for our freedom
and is dedicated to defending
our way of life.”
Edward M. Leonard, chairman of the San Francisco Fleet
Week Committee, stated in his
Fleet Week greeting, “Fleet
Week is also our annual opportunity to honor the men and
women currently serving in
the U.S. and allied armed forces, particularly in the United
States Navy, Marines and Coast
Guard, and to learn about their
character and skill, and the

pride with which they carry out
their duties.”
“Having been in the Air
Force Reserve Officer Training Corp. for five years now, it is
an encouragement to see community support of our troops
and the U.S. Military,” Blank
said. “As I leave to begin defending our nation full-time, it
means a lot to me to know that
I am supported.”
Organizers will begin the
process of getting ready for next
year’s Fleet Week soon.
Preparation for Fleet Week
is almost nonstop.
It is a yearlong working process in which organizers are in
frequent contact with the hosting cities and the Fleet Week
committees.
The San Francisco fire and
police departments, the Coast
Guard and Port Authority are
a few of the teams that are re-

sponsible for a successful event,
O’Rourke said.
O’Rourke said organizers
will get a short break after the

recent San Francisco show, but
they will be back to work preparing for next year’s San Francisco
Fleet Week within months.
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Spartans match season high with 3 goals in non-WAC victory
CHRIS CURRY
Staff Writer

As the stadium lights began
to take effect in last night’s mild
autumn weather, so did the SJSU
women’s soccer team’s offense.
In the Spartans’ 3-0 win over
the CSU Bakersfield Roadrunners, it was business as usual as
far as the defense goes — this
was the fifth shutout of the season for SJSU.
The three goals they netted,
however, matched the season
high they set last month against
Air Force.
“This one feels pretty good.
I’d say this is one of the best wins
of the year because we were able
to keep them at zero and get
three goals,” said Katie Bonadies,
a sophomore midfielder and
forward.
The win pushed the Spartans’ record to 4-7-3. The win
also marked the first time in two
years that the team earned backto-back wins and also matched
last season’s victory total.
Freshman forward Lauren
Sanchez started the scoring at
6:49 when she notched the first
goal of her collegiate career.
Sanchez’s goal was assisted
by freshman defender Angela
Santoro.

“She just lobbed it over the
defense,” Sanchez said. “I felt like
I was the only one there and I
played it in. It was a perfect ball,
so all I had to do was touch it
once. Angela did the hard part.”
The assist was a first in Santoro’s college career as well.
“It’s nice because I played with
her my whole life,” Sanchez said.
“So it’s nice for her to get the assist and me get the goal.”
With the score still 1-0, the
latter part of the first half was
packed with constant pressure
from CSUB.
In the 38th minute, the Roadrunners put two strong shots-ongoal that were stopped by sophomore goalkeeper Nina Butera.
“I thought in the last 15 minutes of the first half, we were awful and Bakersfield really took
advantage. We got lucky,” said
head coach Jeff Leightman.
Nearly 14 minutes into the
second half, junior midfielder
and forward Roxy Kamal once
again sounded the stadium siren.
Sophomore defender Brittany Boehm got the ball to Kamal,
who then scored her first goal of
the season.
“The opponent headed it toward me, I collected it and then I
saw Roxy,” Boehm said. “I played

Roxy to her chest so she tracked
it down. She juked some people
and she shot it. That’s what Roxy
does.”
Shortly after, the Spartans’
third goal of the night came from
Bonadies.
After getting tied up with
CSUB midfielder Ryann Hernandez and a questionable
missed call, Bonadies came back
with her second goal of the season to push the score to 3-0.
“She was just fighting with me
and I didn’t think it was a great
call, but I kept playing through
it,” Bonadies said. “It felt really
great to score.”
Sophomore forward Danielle
Drago tallied her first assist of the
season on the play.
“Actually it was fairly easy because the goalie was kind of out
of position,” Bonadies said. “Really, a lot of the effort that went
onto it was Danielle’s and I was
able to get on the end of it.”
Leightman said that with a
conference game against Hawaii
coming up next, it was important
for the team to build on the positives from this game.
“Obviously three-zero is a
positive,” he said. “But I think we
need to get mentally sharp and
mentally focused for Sunday.”

SJSU football goes for Aggie sweep
Team would remain in first with win over New Mexico State

STEFAN ARMIJO / Contributing Photographer
Spartan midfielder Lauren Ng-Pinkerton (right) chases
down Leanne Tucker of CSU Bakersfield during the Spartans’ 3-0 victory last night.

SPORTS BLOG
Check out the Spartan
Daily sports blog to read
the sports editors’ picks
for Saturday’s SJSU
football game.
GO TO
spartandailysports.wordpress.com

Spartan linebacker Justin Cole (No. 93) sacks Utah State’s Diondre JOE PROUDMAN / Spartan Daily
Borel in last Saturday’s 30-7 SJSU win. SJSU plays at New Mexico State this Saturday.
MATTHEW KIMEL
Staff Writer

The SJSU football team will
attempt to keep its perfect Western Athletic Conference record
intact on Saturday when it faces
the New Mexico State Aggies in
Las Cruces, N.M.
The Spartans (4-2, 2-0 WAC)
are currently in first place in the
conference standings and have
a chance to complete an Aggies
sweep. SJSU has already defeated
the UC Davis Aggies and Utah
State Aggies this season.
This week’s Aggies (3-2, 1-0
WAC) could vie for the conference lead with a win over the
Spartans.
SJSU head coach Dick Tomey
said it would be a very important
game in terms of bowl implications and the conference championship race.
Since joining the WAC in
1996, SJSU has never won the
conference title.
Tomey cautioned that every
game from now until the end
of the season would be important, but that anyone who looks
ahead of the next game is “out of
their mind.”
“The reality, however, is that
we start playing against most of
the teams that are going to be
competing for the conference
championship,” Tomey said.
The Spartans will face the four
best offenses in the conference in
their upcoming games, he said.
With a win this week, the
2008 Spartans would become
just the second SJSU team
to win three consecutive conference games.

“It’s very important for us (to
win), no matter who we’re playing or what team it is in conference,” said tight end Jeff Clark.
SJSU and New Mexico State
have played each other 15 times
and the Spartans have walked
away with a victory in 13 of the
contests.
“They are really a great team,”
New Mexico State head coach

“We’re just trying
to win the game.
I’m not into how
many yards we
rush for or how
many yards we
throw for.”
DICK TOMEY
SJSU head football coach

Hal Mumme said of the Spartans
in a teleconference. “They’ve
really given us a hard time in
recent years.”
The Spartans are 3-0 in conference games against the Aggies,
who joined the WAC in 2005.
Last year, the Spartans demolished the Aggies 51-17 at Spartan
Stadium. Tomey said the Aggies
were plagued with injuries.
“We know that in Las Cruces
we are going to be playing against
a great offense, a defense that has
improved and a special teams
that has tremendous explosiveness,” Tomey said.
Mumme said his defense
might experience some trouble

against SJSU, saying it would be
“difficult to stop the Spartans’
run game.”
The Spartans, however, have
not been able to gain more
than 100 yards rushing in three
straight games. The Aggies defense gave up 313 rushing yards
last week in a 48-45 win over
conference foe Nevada.
“Obviously, we would like to
be more productive in our run
game,” Tomey said.
Senior running back Yonus
Davis led the Spartans rushing
game last week with just 24 yards
on 11 attempts. Tomey said Davis had been playing average as
of late and was trying too hard to
make big plays.
“We’re just trying to win the
game,” Tomey said. “I’m not into
how many yards we rush for or
how many yards we throw for.”
After last week’s win, the
Spartans are ranked No. 13 in the
nation in total defense.
After just six games, the team
has already recorded more sacks
than last year.
Tomey said the defensive
front has been more aggressive
and some of the players’ experience from playing as freshmen is
starting to pay off.
The Spartans’ defense almost
shut out Utah State last week,
but the Aggies were able to score
a rare second-half touchdown.
The Spartans have only given
up five touchdowns in the second half this season.
“I think we just get a feel of
the game and our competitor —
we know what to expect,” senior
cornerback Coye Francis said.
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GUEST COLUMNS
The government needs to take more
Cheap laughs are no excuse
to label a group as sex objects responsibility during national disasters
TRUTH
ESGUERRA

“Our chums up the road want to see if they
can mate their Filipino maid with our northerner …,” said British comedian Harry Enfield
during the opening lines of the skit on the British show “Harry & Paul.”
The Asian actress, who portrayed a Filipina
maid, continued to dance seductively around
Paul Whitehouse, another British comedian,
during the scene.
“Look here, Mr. Sexy,” the maid said as she
patted Whitehouse on the head.
Enfield then ordered her to present her rear
towards the carefree Whitehouse.
“That looks promising,” Enfield said as the
maid waved her butt in a tempting manner.
Enfield then ordered Whitehouse to mount
the presenting woman.
Due to Whitehouse’s lack of initiative, he refused the opportunity and the enraged Enfield
ordered the maid to go back home.
As the scene ends, the maid, as she was walking, was then approached by the mailman who
also witnessed the maid’s provocative dance.
This scene, which aired Sept. 26 on BBC,
may seem humorous when viewers first watch
it, but it has a much greater effect than just providing comedic fun.
Beyond the laughs of the studio audience
or the hysterical tones used by the actors lies a
racial insult that can be very damaging to Filipinos, not only in the United Kingdom but all
over the world.
This scene creates a generalization that overseas Filipino maids are objects for sex.
Though some critics claim that Filipinos do not
understand that it was just a joke, those critics do
not understand the sensitivity regarding this topic.
The Philippines, an archipelagic country

SHANNA
WEBB

within Southeast Asia, lacks jobs for its citizens.
In order for some Filipino families to maintain themselves, Filipinos would go out to different nations and work the jobs over there.
This choice of income is quite popular
among Filipinos.
According to the Census in the Philippines,
there are more than 11 million Filipinos working overseas and roughly a million Filipinos
leaving the country every year to do work.
Filipinos take all kinds of occupations overseas such as technicians, laborers, nurses and
even maids.
It is these overseas Filipinos who remit billions of dollars back into the Philippines, according to the census.
They were described as “true global pioneers” by the Philippines’ current president
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.
Sadly, these are the same Filipinos whose
reputations were damaged by the racist skit.
When I first heard about the news and saw the
video clip on the Internet, which started surfacing
last week, I was utterly disgusted and deeply hurt.
I could not bear to see my fellow Filipinos being used as sex objects for some cheap laughs.
Also, I have known several overseas Filipinos, some from within my family, so that makes
this scene personally devastating.
Filipinos from all over world, Canada, Saudi Arabia and Singapore among others, have
signed an online petition to help re-educate
BBC about responsibility regarding cultural
sensitivity in broadcast.
Filipinos have taken enough damage already.
Remember that episode of “Desperate
Housewives” when Teri Hatcher degraded the
qualifications of Filipinos in the medical field?
When will the media learn the boundaries
of what is culturally appropriate?
Will they learn after the protests? After the low
ratings? After lots of people sign the petition?
Will they ever learn?

Hurricane Ike slammed into
the Gulf Coast on Sept. 12. Although the storm was rated at
a Category 2, winds reached
110 mph. Ike was the hurricane
of the 2008 season and is estimated to be the third most costly
storm behind Hurricane Andrew
and Katrina.
As an active member of the
Red Cross who was deployed to
Hurricane Ike, I have become increasingly concerned about the
dependence of nongovernmental
agencies and faith-based organizations to carry the burden of
feeding, sheltering and providing
supplies to communities affected
by natural disasters. Missing from
this equation are governmental
agencies such as our National
Guard who have the specialized
training in mass care, Federal
Emergency Management Agency
and Homeland Security.
Although FEMA was present
at the beginning of Hurricane
Ike, it closed all food pods within
four days after the storm, leaving
people who had lost power without ice, water and food.
Homeland Security Secretary
Michael Chertoff showed up on
every major news channel as a
“talking head” but failed to put
any of his people on the ground
to help victims of the storm.
Nongovernmental agencies
and faith-based organizations
know that this country is in
trouble. They cannot continue to
bear the burden of every national

Truth Esguerra is a senior journalism major.

disaster and continue to meet the
needs of the people. Resources
are dwindling fast. For instance, in
Baytown, Texas, where I worked,
the Red Cross served more than
50,000 meals per day to a town of
62,000 people. This feeding will
continue until the power comes
back online. In Baytown, some
residents will not see power until
the first of November.
Because of the lack of response from the government,
nongovernmental organizations
and faith-based organizations
have become castaways during
the storm. They have been forgotten by our government yet
our clients expect us to be there
for them during the crisis. For
example, for the first time in the
Red Cross’ history, we have needed government assistance to continue disaster relief operations. Although the government gave the
Red Cross a grant of $100 million,
we as a nonprofit organization are
expecting to pay every dime back,
including interest.
Most of us have heard the
term “donor apathy,” but what we
are experiencing is not apathetic
attitudes from the public but the
inability to donate due to rising
gas and food prices and the mortgage mess. I have coined the term
“donor atrophy” because people
do not have extra money to give
to their favorite charities. This
has become more evident just
three years after Katrina. For instance, during Hurricane Ike, the
Red Cross was only able to give
one diaper to one child per day.
We had no baby formula to provide and ice was sparse.

Classiﬁeds
HOUSING
SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE
* One block from campus
* US and International Students
* Safe, Friendly, Homelike
* Intercultural Experience
* Wireless Internet Access
* Computer Lab/ Study Room
* Student Kitchen
* Assigned Parking (fees)
* One semester contract
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street,
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse

EMPLOYMENT
ALMADEN VALLEY ATHLETIC
CLUB seeking professional, selfmotivated and energetic individuals who demonstrate excellence in
customer service for the following
positions: member services desk,
cafe service, personal trainer, swim
teacher, child care provider, tennis
instructor. Please forward your resume to Stephanie at smudgett@
avac.us.

UNDERCOVER
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover
Shoppers needed to judge retail
and dining establishments. EXP.
Not RE. CALL 800-722-4791

DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool
Teachers and Aides. F/ T and P/
T positions available. Substitute
positions are also available that
offer ﬂexible hours. ECE units are
required for teacher positions but
not req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity for
Child Development majors. Please
call Shawna for an interview at 2476972 or fax resume to 248-7350.
STUDENT WORK-GREAT PAY IF
YOU CAN CUT IT
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
Vector, the compay for students,
has part-time openings available
for customer sales/ service. The
positions offer numerous unique
beneﬁts for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience needed
*Training provided
Earn income and gain experience!
Watch for us on-campus throughout
the semester, or CALL 866-1100
9am-5pm. www.workforstudents.
com/ sjsu

SPERM DONORS NEEDED Earn
up to $1200/month. California
Cryobank is seeking healthy males
for its sperm donor program. Apply
online at www.spermbank.com

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?

AFTER
SCHOOL
TEACHERS

K-8th private school seeks responsible individuals for extended daycare, P/ T in the afternoon (2:30-6pm M-F). No ECE units required.
Previous experience with children
a must. Please call 248-2464.
(408)244-1968 (408)244-1968

Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds

EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being a
mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791

DISCLAIMER

SERVICES

The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is
there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove Virus Rental Trade Laptop & Parts
(408)469-5999

paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or
addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that, when
making these further contacts, they should require complete information before sending
money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms
offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1

2

3

4

RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
Classifieds may be placed online at www.thespartandaily.com under “Ad Info”
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

The media have done a terrible
job covering this crisis. Instead of
reporting the need for water, food
and ice, the media chose to spend
four days talking about “lipsticks
and pigs.” The media, which are
supposed to be our “watchdogs,”
have turned into “lapdogs” because spin doctors have spoon
fed them the stories they think
are important.
We demand the government
play an active role in the disaster process. This means bringing
back our state’s National Guard
who are deployed overseas for
the “War on Terror.” Our National Guard’s role was never intended for long deployments or
to fill the gaps of our active duty
military. They belong to the state
and we need them now.
We may not be able to stop
earth’s catastrophic disasters;
however, we can control our human reaction. We can control our
response to them by using the
media to force the government
into action instead of inaction.
We can use the media as our “bull
horn” to spread the word to our
citizens to join in the fight to save
America’s Gulf Coast. We can use
our media to expose fraud within
the government system. We can
demand that our media allow
marginalized voices be heard in
the mainstream news. I urge each
and every one of you to please
contact your representatives and
ask them what they are doing to
help those affected by the hurricanes in the Gulf Coast.
Shanna Webb is a senior public
relations major.
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Monkeys are close to humans,
but should they be our equals?
SARAH
KYO

SUBTLY
OBVIOUS
Some scientists are considering redefining the criteria for what can be considered a person by allowing that definition
to include chimpanzees, as well as orangutans, bonobos and gorillas, according to
a Tuesday feature on Wired magazine’s
science blog.
The blog entry refers to an article from
the Current Biology journal that mentions a rapid decrease in the population of
West African chimpanzees. For instance,
the chimpanzee population in the Ivory
Coast, which had been home to half of the
world’s population of these simians, has
dropped from 10,000 to just a few thousand over a 20-year span.
It is understandable to be concerned
about animals and desire taking action to
protect them and their habitats. Thinking
of apes as people is not a good way of going about it, though.
On Disney’s “Tarzan” soundtrack, Phil
Collins sang about two worlds, one family.
When learning more about chimpanzees,
one could see why some people would
consider them as extended family members. Chimpanzees share 98 percent of
their genetic material with humans, making them our closest relatives in the animal kingdom, according to the blog.
There have also been various studies
done that have supposedly proven that

McCAIN

chimps possess various characteristics and
display various behaviors that can be considered as human qualities, such as showing empathy and being highly intelligent.
According to New Scientist, a science and
technology news service, young chimps
outperformed university students at a
memory task in a 2007 Japanese study.
While this is all very interesting, elevating chimpanzees so they can be considered as people in order to better protect
them seems more like a ploy for affecting
people’s way of thinking and perceiving
these critters than actually helping the
animals within their habitats.

A human can be considered a
person. A person can be considered a human, but not always.
The Wired blogger, Brandon Keim, asks
a good question: “Should we feel more concern for the chimpanzees than for another
animal — as much concern, perhaps, as we
might feel for other people?”
While some could accuse humans who
think chimpanzees should not be considered as people as looking down on the
chimps, in a way, the accusers are also looking down on other animals. There are other
animals that are also considered as highly intelligent, such as dogs and dolphins. Should
humans be less concerned about the wellbeing of these animals just because they are
not as closely linked to us genetically?
Merriam-Webster provides several definitions for the word “person.” First, a person can be synonymous with “human” or

“individual” and used generically for both
sexes. A person can also be a character in
a play. A person also refers to self or the
personality of a human.
The word “human” is vaguer, with one
definition listing a “primate mammal”
with two feet. Human can also be used
as an adjective to show positive attributes
that supposedly distinguish us from Fido
and Fifi, such as kindness. On the other
end of the spectrum, human can also refer
to our weaknesses and imperfections. All
of these things encompass the range of the
“human” experience, whatever that means.
A human can be considered a person.
A person can be considered a human, but
not always.
Thanks to the 1866 U.S. Supreme
Court case Santa Clara County v. Southern Pacific Railroad Company, a corporation can be recognized as a person in
the legal sense, thus being protected by
the 14th Amendment of the Constitution. At least corporations are made up of
humans, though.
There are better, more action-oriented
ways of helping out chimpanzees than just
making humans feel bad for their fellow
“man’s” situation and for violating their
“human” rights. For instance, educating
humans about chimpanzees and making them aware of how chimps are being
endangered and what can be done to improve their situation.
The chimpanzees can’t help themselves, but humans can.
“Subtly Obvious” appears every Thursday.
Sarah Kyo is a Spartan Daily copy editor.

Way too little, way too late

language said it all. I actually counted
115 blinks from McCain in one minute.
But with the Obama-Biden ticket
now leading the McCain-Palin ticket 53
percent to 39 percent among likely voters, a 14-point margin, according to a
new CBS News/New York Times poll,
McCain still came up short in his effort
to sway undecided voters.
McCain needed a beyond-outstanding performance in this final debate
to bring himself closer to Obama, but
it’s not enough that McCain succeeds;
Obama needed to actively fail.
I thought McCain started to do slowly better toward the second half of the
debate, and I liked his closing statement.
I was glad he dropped the “my friends”
habit, but the first half was really not
working for him.
Remember how the focus of McCain’s campaign lately has been attacking
Obama’s characteristics, with Obama’s
affiliation with William Ayers as the focus, and how that strategy has backfired,
according to the polls?
Well, McCain just kept up with everything he has accused Obama of doing

— Obama hangs with terrorists. Obama
wants to restrict trade. Obama doesn’t
understand Colombia because he hasn’t
been there. Obama wants unconditional
talks with Hugo Chavez. It persisted almost to the extent that I could put these
sentences in a “fill-in-the-blank” format.
McCain badgered Obama for his
“eloquence” in this debate, but McCain’s
campaign has truly suffered from a lack
of eloquence. Shifting the focus from
economic issues to Ayers and other characteristics has only muddled the public’s
perception of McCain.
McCain also repeated a claim that was
debunked the first time it was made and
was publicly proven false, as seen all over
the Internet.
I mean, when did an overhead projector and planetarium projector become
the same thing?
The $3 million in pork barrel spending
that Obama requested was for the projector that runs the shows at Chicago’s
historic Adler Planetarium. People can
argue whether the federal government
should be giving grants to public museums and planetariums, but I’m sure many

voters can distinguish between the projector that runs the stars and lights show of a
planetarium and the overhead projector in
an elementary school classroom.
Overall, McCain was more aggressive
than he was in the previous two debates.
He was hitting Obama on spending and
taxes and separating himself from Bush.
But last night, Obama didn’t really do
what McCain needed him to do: fumble.
So what McCain needed was a time
machine to go back to the moment he secured the nomination, so he could have
delivered the message clearly that he’s different from President Bush and that his
policies appeal to middle-class voters.
“Senator Obama, I am not President
Bush. If you wanted to run against President Bush, you should have run four
years ago,” McCain said.
To me, it was the best quote in the
debate, but he should have said it much
earlier.

Ya-an Chan is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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Prop 8 doesn’t protect
anything; it threatens
equal rights precedents
TOMMY
WRIGHT

WRIGHT ON
THE LEFT
Despite everything that was accomplished by the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1960s, inequality still exists in the United States.
The people facing the most discrimination in this country today
are gays and lesbians. They cannot
give blood, cannot openly serve in
the U.S. military and, in most of the
country, cannot marry.
Proposition 8 is a state measure
on the ballot that intends to remove
the right to marriage from same-sex
couples. It would amend the state
constitution to institute injustice
into our law.
On May 15, the California Supreme Court ruled that previous
laws restricting marriage to a man
and a woman were unconstitutional. The decision stated that the
right to marry is one of our basic,
inalienable rights guaranteed by the
California Constitution. It went on
to state that an individual’s sexual
orientation, just like someone’s race
or gender, is not a legitimate basis to
deny or withhold legal rights.
In 1967, the U.S. Supreme Court
decided in Loving v. Virginia that
laws against interracial marriage
were unconstitutional. The ruling
overturned the trial judge’s original
decision against Richard Loving
and his wife that they violated the
state law that banned interracial
marriage.
In the trial judge’s opinion on
the case, he stated, “Almighty God
created the races white, black, yellow, malay and red, and he placed
them on separate continents. And
but for the interference with his arrangement there would be no cause
for such marriages. The fact that he
separated the races shows that he
did not intend for the races to mix.”
The arguments that are being
made in support of Proposition 8
also evoke God.

“Homosexual marriage is wrong,”
said pastor Carlos Sarmiento at the
Crossroads Bible Church in San
Jose, according to the San Francisco
Chronicle. “If we take sides, we must
take the side of God.”
The debate over the proposition
has nothing to do with God or beliefs. It is a matter of equal rights.
Marriage is a right sanctioned by
the state, too.
If the proponents of the measure
read the text of the court decision,
they would know that it was based
on providing equal rights. There is
no mention of forcing churches to
conduct gay marriages or changing
curricula in schools. These are simply scare tactics designed to bring
out voters.
The ruling that allowed the marriages states that “no religion will
be required to change its religious
policies or practices with regard to
same-sex couples.” It also makes it
clear that no religious official will be
forced to conduct same-sex marriages. Marriage as a religious ceremony
has not been affected by the court’s
ruling and voting no will simply
keep things the way they are.
And as for teaching children about
same-sex marriage, parents have the
right to remove their children from
classes discussing marriage and
health. And instruction on marriage
is not required in California.
Being gay is not a choice, despite
what some people believe. It is difficult to believe anyone would choose
the adversity and inequality that
comes with being gay.
Just as you don’t have to be a female to be a feminist, you don’t have
to be gay to support gay rights. And
this is bigger than just same-sex marriage; this would be setting a horrible precedent of placing inequality
in our state constitution.
So when you vote, use your conscience and decide if it is worth it to
take a step back and limit the rights
of others.
“Wright on the Left” appears every
other Thursday. Tommy Wright is a
Spartan Daily sports editor.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“If I were watching Fox News, I wouldn’t
vote for me, right? Because the way I’m
portrayed 24/7 is as a freak! I am the lattesipping, New York Times-reading, Volvodriving, no-gun-owning, effete, politically
correct, arrogant
liberal. Who wants
somebody like that?
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BARACK OBAMA
Democratic presidential
candidate told the
New York Times Magazine.
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Who do you think
won the Oct. 7
presidential debate?
Sen. John McCain 16
Sen. Barack Obama 31

10

Sports
theSpartanDaily.com

16

2008

THURSDAYOCTOBER

SCHOOL
OF
SHARKS
Team donates hockey facility to downtown school

ABOVE: San Jose Sharks JAMES JEFFREY / Contributing Photographer
center Jeremy Roenick greets students at Washington
Elementary School. LEFT: Joe Pavelski prepares to take a
shot against S.J. Sharkie during a game of street hockey.
ANDREA FRAINIER
Staff Writer

The San Jose Sharks’ perfect record
was threatened yesterday by students
from a Downtown San Jose elementary
school in a game of street hockey.
Patrick Marleau, Sharks’ captain,
teamed up with the Sharks Foundation
and the Good Tidings Foundation to
build a street hockey court at Washington Elementary School on Wednesday.
“As athletes, we are blessed with
amazing gifts and I realize it’s my responsibility to be a role model and give back
to the community,” Marleau said.
The unveiling of the hockey court
drew hundreds of students, fans and

members of the community to celebrate
with Marleau and fellow team members
Jeremy Roenick and Joe Pavelski.
“I think it’s great of Patrick Marleau
to give his time and his money out of
his own pocket to do something for the
city,” said Roenick, one of the Sharks’
centers. “It’s great for the kids. Anything
that we can do to make hockey more apparent to the young kids and let them
learn about it, even if it’s in the street
hockey sense, it’s a wonderful thing.”
Marleau said he wanted the hockey
court to be at Washington Elementary,
located off of Oak Street, because it was
close to where he worked and was a
school in need of help.

“It’s unbelievable,” said Maria Arias
Evans, principal of Washington Elementary School. “This is really a very needy
... very deserving community, and for
them to be blessed with this gift that the
Sharks Foundation has given them is
just extraordinary.”
Students broke in the court, painted
in the Sharks’ team colors, when Marleau and other members of the Sharks
challenged the students to a game of
street hockey.
The students ran up and down the
court, trying to score goals against the
team’s mascot, S.J. Sharkie.
“It’s a great event that he put on,”
Pavelski said. “It’s a good thing to be a

part of. … We want to give back to the
community.”
The Sharks plan to return to the
court throughout the year to help coach
the students.
“The Sharks are going to come out
and start working with our children,”
Arias Evans said. “They made a commitment of coming through during the year
to help train.”
Alyssa Herrera, a 15-year-old San Jose
resident and self-proclaimed Sharks’
fan, said she thought it was inspiring
that Marleau donated the court to the
school, and plans on using the court.
“I will actually bring a hockey stick
and everything so that we can play,”

Herrera said.
Jonathan Gabbert, an 11-year-old
San Jose resident and member of the
FINatical Kids Club, chaired by Sharks’
right wing Jonathan Cheechoo, said he
was excited to meet the players.
“I thought it was cool because we
got to meet them in person and get
their autographs and watch them play,”
Gabbert said.
Arias Evans said she plans on making
the most of the hockey court.
“It’s going to be open for P.E.,” Arias
Evans said. “It’s going to be open for our
after school program and we are even
going to invite our moms to come play
in the mornings on Fridays at 8:15.”

